Hitting the
Heights with

Summits on
the Air

If you enjoy outdoor exploration,
radio experimentation, and being
part of an enthusiastic, active
community, the SOTA program
offers all that and more.

David Wise, KM3A

’m an avid hiker, however, |
Ifrequently discovered | lacked

reliable communication while on
hikes. As a Marine deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan, | had routinely assisted
with erecting the field antenna system,
and | wondered if there was a way to
establish reliable communication on my
hikes as a civilian.

| got my answer when a friend in-
troduced me to ham radio. | got my
Technician license in March 2018, and
upgraded to General that summer, but
was disappointed that my condo com-
plex didn’t allow the installation of a high

frequency (HF) antenna. | would haveto

find another way to get full enjoyment
out of the HF bands.
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sotamaps.org and decided that -
first activation would be Niguel Hill,
referenced in the SOTA database as
W6/SC-371. SOTA summits are orga-
nized first by region (W6 = California)
then by mountain range (SC = Southern
Coastal) and finally by a sequential index
number (in this case, 371). Niguel Hill
was an accessible 1-point “drive-up”
peak. This easy access would allow me
more time to focus on my equipment
and making contacts.

The First Two
Activations

On January 1, 2019, | activated Niguel

Hill, bringing a Yaesu FT-817, a 10 amp-
hour battery, a magnetic loop antenna,
and an antenna tuner, antenna analyzer -
headphones, and coaX|a| cable. I*would
eventually realize this was too much LI
equipment; however, using this setup
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 Early Lessons Learned

At home, | visited QRZ.com to check the
I"s I Iogqu, and noted that Scott
""5 ed in SOTA actlv?alpons |
=h , and we arranged to
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m Prepare for adversity. Redundancy
assists in reducing the possibility
of failure, so consider bringing two
batteries and different transmission
modes (VHF and HF). Test your
equipment before deployment.

m Social media is great for network-
ing. Seek out SOTA enthusiasts on
YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, and
- the web, and consider joining a locall
expedition.

Exploring and Learning
Exactly one year later, in January 2020, |
‘ gd activated 49 SOTA summits, made
- 420 contacts (including many with other
 co tries, islands, and so on, which
fer to as DX entities), hiked ap-
tely 225 miles, gained 270 SOTA
d, along with four other SOTA
s (N@OI, N2ZIP, K6LZT, and
started SoCal SOTA, AB3G.
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contacts that are distant or local. You
can drive up to the peak, or hike several
miles. There is no single “right” way to
do SOTA.

If you like exploration, challenge, and
being part of a like-minded international
community, SOTA may be an excellent fit
for you. It’s safe to say that I’'m hooked.

David Wise, KM3A, works as an Economic
Crimes Investigator for the Orange County
Sheriff’s Department in California. He is a
Marine Corps veteran who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Technician. David is a QRP portable, SOTA,
emergency communications, and Morse code
(CW) enthusiast, and is the current President
of SoCal SOTA, AB3G.

Learn More on the OTA Blog

For more tips on how to locate and

choose a SOTA peak, and what kind

of gear to use for your activation, read

“Radio Operating from Summits” by

ob Witte, KBNR, on the On the Air
blog at arrl.org/ota-blog.

The SOTA program takes hams to some
dramatic locations, such as Mt. Baldy in
southern California.
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