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SUPPORTED BY THE NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
- THANKS TO WALAA SBAIT AND ALL THE SUCCESSORS OF THE FORMER IQRIT POPULATION, WHO ARE
" FIGHTING TO KEEP THEIR PRESENCE IN IQRIT IN SPITE OF CONSTANT ATTACKS FROM ISRAELI SOLDIERS.
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The voices were recorded among the ruins of leit, August 2013: Martin Abrahamsen. e
The programming, oud-recordings and final mixes: Checkpoint 303 T
Oud, bendir and sound design: SC Mocha
{eys and electric piano: Miss K SuShi
Mastering: Bjtirn Engelmann, Cuttingroom, Stockhalm.
Phitos: Stig Indrebg and Berit Hunnestad
Lover design: Geir Henriksen « Blest Design

Producer: SC Mocha and Erik Hillestad

Coproducer: Rim Banna




TALES THAT HAVE DROWNED IN THE ECHOES OF A EURDOPEAN
TRAGEDY. PERFORMED BY THREE NARRATIVE CHANTERS FROM
THE UPPER GALILEE. ARRANGED AND PROGRAMMED BY THE MUSIC
COLLECTIVE CHECKPOINT 303. DEDICATED TO THE PALESTINIAN
REFUGEES ALL OVER THE WORLD.

Nakba ("The catastrophe”) is the Arabic term for the expelling of the Palestinians from
their towns and villages at the time of the proclamation of the state of Israel in 1948.
At this time, somewhere between 360 and 412 Palestinian villages were evacuated by
force and demolished or annexed. (The number depends on how we define a village).
Somewhere between 520.000 (Israeli version) and 900.000 (Palestinian version)
individuals became refugees and sought their shelters in camps in Lebanon, Jordan,
Syria, on the West Bank or within the borders of the state of Israel.

The Israeli narrative has traditionally been that the massive fleeing took place due
to orders from Arab leaders, while Israeli leaders urged the Palestinians to stay.
But historians have later revealed that Israeli military forces carried out large scale
ethnical cleansing of Palestinians from towns and villages.

One of these villages was Igrit in the Upper Galilee, close to the Lebanese border.

In November 1948 the IDF ordered the 500 inhabitants to evacuate temporarily
because of the strategic position of the village. The promise they were given was,
that after a couple of weeks they would be allowed to move back. This promise was
never kept. The empty village was closed by military forces until it was demolished
by dynamite on Christmas Eve in 1951. The only building that was left untouched



was the church. Today we can still see the old roads that the descendants of the
original population have cleared from stones and destroyed buildings. The old
church at the top and the graveyard at the foot of the hill are still intact. People who
originate from Igrit still bury their dead ones there. Some youngsters from the third
generation of the old Igrit population have recently tried to reestablish a community
in tents and small squats between the ruins. These actions have not been tolerated
by the Israelis. People from Igrit say: “They do not accept us living in Igrit anymore,
but we are still allowed to die there.”

Jawaher Shofani and Wardeh Sbeit have throughout their lives been ritual singers
in the Upper Galilee, performing important and epic songs at funerals, baptisms
and weddings. Jihad Sbeit is a poet. Wardeh and Jihad grew up in Igrit. Jawaher in
a neighboring town. They are all among the most important carriers of traditions in
their generation of Palestinians. Jawaher Shofani took part in the record “Lullabies
from the Axis of Evil" (KKV 2004) and in “"A Time to Cry” (KKV 2010).

The Palestinan singer Rim Banna (from Nazareth in Galilee) has coproduced the
recordings, assisting the singers in the selection of songs and poems to perform.

The music and sound art collective Checkpoint 303 processed the voices from Igrit,
weaving them into new electro-acoustic soundscapes. The recordings from the

Igrit singers are surrounded by field recordings and recycled audio snippets, often
embedded in a variety of global urban beats, ranging from breakbeats to down
tempo or experimental electronica. The immersive sonic atmosphere, nourished by
the authenticity of the voices, delivers a message of beauty but also of the utter
urgency of dealing with the ongoing injustice in Palestine.










Wardeh Sbeit and Jihad Sbeit are former
inhabitants of Igrit. Jawaher Shofani
grew Up In a neighboring town. They are
all among the most important carriers
of traditions in their generation of
Palestinians.
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