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spapers. A

nd scientific advances 
in

t
o

 t
h

e
 d

e
e

p
e

r
 r

e
c

e
s
s
e

s
 o

f
 b

io
lo

g
y

 a
n

d
 e

c
o

lo
g

y
 s

t
r
ip

 a
w

a
y

 m
y

s
t
e

r
ie

s
, a

n
d

 r
e

p
la

c
e

 

them
 w

ith num
bers.  In the transparent age, w

e becom
e spectators and auditors 

o
f
 c

r
is

is
, a

n
d

 t
h

e
r
e

fo
r
e

 g
u

a
r
a

n
t
o

r
s
 t

h
a

t
 it

 w
ill n

e
v

e
r
 e

n
t
ir

e
ly

 e
r

u
p

t
. T

r
a

n
s
p

a
r
e

n
c

y
 

d
o

e
s
 a

w
a

y
 w

it
h

 b
o

t
h

 h
o

p
e

 a
n

d
 fe

a
r
, o

f
fe

r
in

g
 e

x
p

la
n

a
t
io

n
 a

n
d

 d
is

a
p

p
o

in
t
m

e
n

t
 in

 

t
h

e
ir

 p
la

c
e

. N
e

it
h

e
r
 d

is
r

u
p

t
iv

e
 n

o
r
 r

e
a

s
s
u

r
in

g
, t

h
e

 e
x

p
r
e

s
s
io

n
 o

f
 t

h
e

 c
u

r
r
e

n
t
 e

r
a

 

w
ould be that “our situation is being m

onitored”.

1
6

a
w

a
y

 t
h

e
 i

ll
u

s
io

n
, 

a
n

d
 r

e
v

e
a

l 
w

h
a

t
 l

a
y

 b
e

n
e

a
t
h

. 
S

u
c
h

 r
e

v
e

la
t
io

n
s
 a

r
e

 e
x

c
it

in
g

, 

tr
au

m
at

ic
 a

nd
 e

pi
so

di
c.

 T
he

 b
el

ie
f t

ha
t t

he
re

 is
 e

ve
r 

a 
fin

al
 r

ev
el

at
io

n 
(a

s 
w

it
h 

th
e 

no
ti

on
 o

f ‘
th

e 
en

d 
of

 h
is

to
ry

’)
 is

 n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 v
ie

w
 h

is
to

ry
 a

s 
th

e 
pr

og
re

ss
iv

e 
s
t
r
ip

p
in

g
 a

w
a

y
 o

f
 h

a
lf

-t
r

u
t
h

s
, 

li
k

e
 w

a
ll

 p
a

p
e

r
 u

p
o

n
 w

a
ll

 p
a

p
e

r
. 

T
h

e
 i

d
e

a
 o

f
 p

o
s
t
-m

o
d

e
r

n
it

y
 o

f
fe

r
e

d
 i

t
s
 o

w
n

 m
e

t
a

p
h

o
r
 o

f
 v

is
ib

il
it

y
. 

R
a

t
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 a

 

h
ie

r
a

r
c
h

y
 o

r
 e

v
o

lu
t
io

n
 o

f
 p

e
r
s
p

e
c

t
iv

e
s
, 

w
it

h
 f

a
c

t
s
 a

b
o

v
e

 p
e

r
s
p

e
c

t
iv

e
, 

a
n

d
 f

u
t
u

r
e

 

a
b

o
v

e
 t

h
e

 p
a

s
t
, 

t
h

e
 p

o
s
t
-m

o
d

e
r

n
is

t
 s

e
e

s
 o

n
ly

 a
 p

lu
r
a

li
t
y

 o
f
 s

u
r

fa
c

e
s
 w

it
h

o
u

t
 h

id
d

e
n

 

de
pt

hs
. T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
ob

je
ct

iv
it

y 
an

d 
no

 p
ro

gr
es

s,
 o

nl
y 

flu
x 

an
d 

co
ns

um
er

 c
ho

ic
e.

 
T

h
e

 c
r
it

ic
 o

r
 s

c
ie

n
t
is

t
 d

o
e

s
n

’t
 g

e
t
 a

n
y

 c
lo

s
e

r
 t

o
 r

e
a

li
t
y

 t
h

a
n

 a
n

y
o

n
e

 e
ls

e
, 

b
u

t
 s

im
p

ly
 

ac
ts

 p
ol

it
ic

al
ly

 to
 e

xc
lu

de
 o

r 
in

cl
ud

e 
ri

va
l p

er
sp

ec
ti

ve
s.

 W
it

ho
ut

 a
ny

th
in

g 
‘b

en
ea

th
’ 

t
o

 w
o

r
r

y
 a

b
o

u
t
, 

a
n

d
 n

o
 m

o
m

e
n

t
 o

f
 r

u
p

t
u

r
e

 t
o

 r
e

v
e

a
l 

it
, 

t
h

e
 p

o
s
t
-m

o
d

e
r

n
 i

n
d

iv
id

u
a

l 

c
a

n
 t

o
y

 w
it

h
 a

p
p

e
a

r
a

n
c

e
s
, 

w
it

h
o

u
t
 e

v
e

n
 t

h
e

 m
o

d
e

r
n

 a
n

x
ie

t
y

 t
h

a
t
 c

e
r

t
a

in
 t

a
s
t
e

s
 

m
a

y
 b

e
 h

ig
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 o

t
h

e
r
s
. 

T
h

e
 a

c
c

o
m

p
a

n
y

in
g

 m
o

o
d

 i
s
 o

n
e

 o
f
 i

r
o

n
y

, 
p

la
y

f
u

ln
e

s
s
 

a
n

d
 –

 t
o

 t
h

o
s
e

 w
h

o
 r

e
s
is

t
 s

u
c
h

 i
m

m
e

r
s
io

n
 i

n
 t

h
e

 i
m

a
g

e
 –

 s
m

u
g

n
e

s
s
. 

T
o

d
a

y
 o

u
r
 d

o
m

in
a

n
t
 m

e
t
a

p
h

o
r
 i

s
 a

n
 a

m
a

lg
a

m
 o

f
 t

h
e

s
e

 t
w

o
: 

t
r
a

n
s
p

a
r
e

n
c

y
. 

T
r
a

n
s
p

a
r
e

n
c

y
 c

o
m

b
in

e
s
 t

h
e

 r
e

v
e

la
t
o

r
y

 p
o

w
e

r
 o

f
 m

o
d

e
r

n
 c

r
is

is
, 

w
it

h
 t

h
e

 b
a

n
a

l 

pl
ay

fu
ln

es
s 

of
 p

os
t-

m
od

er
n 

su
rf

ac
es

. I
n 

th
e 

ag
e 

of
 T

w
it

te
r,

 F
re

ed
om

 o
f I

nf
or

m
at

io
n,

 
p

e
e

r
-t

o
-p

e
e

r
 s

u
r
v

e
il

la
n

c
e

, 
p

e
r
p

e
t
u

a
l 

s
e

lf
-a

u
d

it
t
in

g
, 

m
o

r
e

 i
s
 k

n
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 r

e
v

e
a

le
d

 

th
an

 e
ve

r 
be

fo
re

. U
nd

ou
bt

ed
ly

 w
e 

ge
t t

o 
se

e 
‘b

en
ea

th
’ t

he
 s

ur
fa

ce
. B

ut
 it

 is
 th

e 
r
e

v
e

la
t
io

n
 o

f
 t

h
e

 v
o

y
e

u
r
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
 s

u
r
v

e
il

la
n

c
e

 o
p

e
r
a

t
iv

e
, 

n
o

t
 t

h
a

t
 o

f
 t

h
e

 c
r
it

ic
 o

r
 

4

m
is

t
a

k
e

s
, r

a
t
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 t

o
 q

u
e

s
t
io

n
 t

h
e

 v
a

lu
e

s
 a

n
d

 p
o

w
e

r
 s

t
r

u
c

t
u

r
e

s
 u

n
d

e
r
p

in
n

in
g

 

t
h

e
 e

c
o

n
o

m
ic

 m
o

d
e

l. A
 y

e
a

r
 o

n
 f

r
o

m
 t

h
e

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 w

o
r
ld

-h
is

t
o

r
ic

a
l m

o
m

e
n

t
 o

f
 

upheaval, The W
ord Econom

ic Forum
, the intellectual elders of neo-liberalism

, 
ranks London as the w

orld’s num
ber one financial centre. 

B
ritain’s financial crisis w

as soon accom
panied by a constitutional one. In M

ay 
2

0
0

9
, T

h
e

 T
e

le
g

r
a

p
h

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r
 b

e
g

a
n

 t
o

 p
u

b
lis

h
 d

e
t
a

ils
 o

f
 e

x
p

e
n

s
e

 c
la

im
s
 

lo
d

g
e

d
 b

y
 M

e
m

b
e

r
s
 o

f
 P

a
r
lia

m
e

n
t
, w

h
ic

h
 w

e
r
e

 b
e

in
g

 c
o

m
p

ile
d

 a
n

y
w

a
y

 d
u

e
 t

o
 a

 

Freedom
 of Inform

ation (FOI) request. The governm
ent had initially attem

pted to 
m

ake these details exem
pt from

 FOI rules, presum
ably because they w

ere aw
are of 

t
h

e
 e

m
b

a
r

r
a

s
s
m

e
n

t
 t

h
a

t
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 c

a
u

s
e

d
. D

e
t
a

ils
 o

f
 e

x
p

e
n

s
e

 c
la

im
s
, r

a
n

g
in

g
 f

r
o

m
 

t
h

e
 f

r
a

u
d

u
le

n
t
 t

o
 t

h
e

 lu
d

ic
r
o

u
s
, f

r
o

m
 t

h
e

 s
h

o
c
k

in
g

ly
 e

x
c

e
s
s
iv

e
 t

o
 t

h
e

 d
o

w
n

r
ig

h
t
 

p
e

t
t
y

, w
e

r
e

 d
r
ip

p
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly
 in

t
o

 t
h

e
 p

u
b

lic
 d

o
m

a
in

 b
y

 T
h

e
 T

e
le

g
r
a

p
h

, t
o

 a
c
h

ie
v

e
 

m
axim

um
 hum

iliation and outrage. It w
as an unprecedented parliam

entary crisis, 
t
h

a
t
 s

a
w

 t
h

e
 S

p
e

a
k

e
r
 o

f
 t

h
e

 H
o

u
s
e

 o
f
 C

o
m

m
o

n
s
 r

e
lu

c
t
a

n
t
ly

 r
e

s
ig

n
, M

in
is

t
e

r
s
 

s
a

c
k

e
d

, a
n

d
 v

a
r
io

u
s
 g

r
u

e
s
o

m
e

 r
e

v
e

la
t
io

n
s
 o

f
 t

h
e

 d
o

m
e

s
t
ic

 t
a

s
t
e

s
 o

f
 p

o
lit

ic
ia

n
s
 

and their fam
ilies, including the pornography enjoyed by the H

om
e Secretary’s 

h
u

s
b

a
n

d
. T

r
u

s
t
 p

la
c

e
d

 in
 p

o
lit

ic
ia

n
s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 lo
w

 a
n

y
w

a
y

, b
u

t
 t

h
is

 s
u

r
e

ly
 m

a
r
k

e
d

 

t
h

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t
 a

t
 w

h
ic

h
 B

r
it

a
in

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 t
o

 r
e

in
v

e
n

t
 it

s
 f

u
n

d
a

m
e

n
t
a

l p
r
in

c
ip

le
s
 o

f
 

r
e

p
r
e

s
e

n
t
a

t
io

n
 a

n
d

 a
c

c
o

u
n

t
a

b
ilit

y
.

5

T
he

 c
ri

si
s 

w
as

 p
ro

tr
ac

te
d,

 d
el

ib
er

at
el

y 
so

 g
iv

en
 h

ow
 th

e 
m

ed
ia

 p
ro

fit
ed

 fr
om

 
it

. 
B

u
t
 t

h
e

 c
o

n
s
t
it

u
t
io

n
a

l 
s
y

s
t
e

m
 s

t
r

u
g

g
le

s
 o

n
. 

N
e

w
 r

u
le

s
 o

n
 e

x
p

e
n

s
e

s
 h

a
v

e
 

ap
pe

ar
ed

, m
an

y 
M

Ps
 h

av
e 

ag
re

ed
 to

 s
ta

nd
 d

ow
n 

in
 s

ha
m

e 
(a

nd
 o

th
er

s 
ha

ve
 

d
e

c
id

e
d

 t
h

e
y

 a
r
e

 c
o

ll
e

c
t
iv

e
ly

 n
o

w
 t

o
o

 u
n

p
o

p
u

la
r
 t

o
 m

a
k

e
 p

o
li

t
ic

s
 w

o
r

t
h

w
h

il
e

 a
n

y
 

lo
ng

er
) 

an
d 

th
er

e 
w

ill
 n

o 
do

ub
t b

e 
a 

ne
w

 p
ar

ty
 in

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t b

y 
ne

xt
 s

um
m

er
. 

B
u

t
 e

ls
e

w
h

e
r
e

, 
it

 i
s
 a

lm
o

s
t
 a

s
 i

f
 o

u
r
 e

x
p

e
c

t
a

t
io

n
s
 o

f
 c

o
n

s
t
it

u
t
io

n
a

l 
d

e
m

o
c

r
a

c
y

 w
e

r
e

 

al
re

ad
y 

so
 lo

w
, o

ur
 m

ed
ia

 a
lr

ea
dy

 s
o 

ho
st

ile
, t

ha
t t

hi
s 

cr
is

is
 h

as
 o

nl
y 

co
nfi

rm
ed

 
e

x
is

t
in

g
 t

r
e

n
d

s
. 

A
 m

u
c
h

-t
o

u
t
e

d
 i

n
-c

o
m

in
g

 C
o

n
s
e

r
v

a
t
iv

e
 g

o
v

e
r

n
m

e
n

t
 w

o
u

ld
 l

ik
e

ly
 

b
e

 t
h

e
 m

o
s
t
 c

o
ld

ly
 a

n
t
ic

ip
a

t
e

d
 i

n
 l

iv
in

g
 m

e
m

o
r

y
. 

Y
e

t
 o

u
r
 d

is
g

u
s
t
 w

it
h

 p
o

li
t
ic

a
l 

e
li

t
e

s
 

fa
ils

 to
 tr

an
sl

at
e 

in
to

 r
ef

or
m

. I
nd

iv
id

ua
ls

 fl
ai

l a
ro

un
d 

lo
ok

in
g 

fo
r 

so
m

e 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
fo

rm
 o

f r
ep

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

– 
w

it
h 

th
e 

B
ri

ti
sh

 N
at

io
na

l P
ar

ty
 b

ei
ng

 o
ne

 b
en

efi
ci

ar
y 

– 
w

hi
le

 p
ol

it
ic

ia
ns

 s
el

f-fl
ag

el
la

te
 in

 p
ub

lic
 in

 a
n 

ef
fo

rt
 to

 b
ri

ng
 th

ei
r 

pu
ni

sh
m

en
t t

o 
a 

c
li

m
a

x
. 

Y
e

t
 n

o
t
h

in
g

 q
u

it
e

 h
a

p
p

e
n

s
. 

A
 f

o
r

m
 o

f
 e

x
p

e
r

t
 ‘

c
o

m
m

o
n

 s
e

n
s
e

’ 
c

r
u

s
h

e
s
 t

h
e

 

po
ss

ib
ili

ty
 o

f p
ol

it
ic

s 
be

in
g 

do
ne

 a
ny

 d
iff

er
en

tl
y,

 ju
st

 a
s 

it
 c

ru
sh

es
 th

e 
po

ss
ib

ili
ty

 
o

f
 c

a
p

it
a

li
s
m

 b
e

in
g

 d
o

n
e

 d
if

fe
r
e

n
t
ly

. 
T

h
e

 c
r
is

is
 f

a
il

s
 t

o
 b

e
c

o
m

e
 a

 g
e

n
u

in
e

 h
is

t
o

r
ic

a
l 

r
u

p
t
u

r
e

.

T
h

is
 i

s
 a

ls
o

 a
 f

e
a

t
u

r
e

 o
f
 t

h
e

 g
r
e

a
t
e

s
t
 c

r
is

is
 f

a
c

in
g

 h
u

m
a

n
it

y
 t

o
d

a
y

 –
 g

lo
b

a
l 

w
ar

m
in

g.
 A

 s
ci

en
ti

fic
 c

on
se

ns
us

 o
n 

th
e 

ca
us

es
 a

nd
 th

re
at

s 
of

 c
lim

at
e 

c
h

a
n

g
e

 h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 g

r
o

w
in

g
 f

o
r
 o

v
e

r
 t

w
e

n
t
y

 y
e

a
r
s
 n

o
w

. 
A

 d
if

fe
r
e

n
t
 e

c
o

n
o

m
ic

 a
n

d
 

t
e

c
h

n
o

lo
g

ic
a

l 
p

a
r
a

d
ig

m
 i

s
 c

le
a

r
ly

 n
e

e
d

e
d

, 
w

h
ic

h
 i

s
n

’t
 d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
t
 o

n
 t

h
e

 b
u

r
n

in
g

 o
f
 

fo
s
s
il

 f
u

e
ls

. 
H

is
t
o

r
ia

n
s
 w

il
l 

o
n

e
 d

a
y

 l
o

o
k

 b
a

c
k

 o
n

 t
h

e
 c

a
r
b

o
n

-b
a

s
e

d
 e

c
o

n
o

m
y

, 
n

o
t
in

g
 



1
5

Y
e

t
 a

s
 a

 fo
r

m
 o

f
 s

o
c

io
lo

g
ic

a
l a

r
t
, T

h
e

 W
ir

e
 h

a
s
 t

h
e

 u
n

iq
u

e
 c

a
p

a
c

it
y

 t
o

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

t
e

 

t
h

is
 m

e
s
s
a

g
e

, n
o

t
 t

h
r
o

u
g

h
 im

a
g

in
in

g
 t

h
in

g
s
 d

if
fe

r
e

n
t
ly

 o
r
 d

e
m

o
n

s
t
r
a

t
in

g
 t

h
e

ir
 

frailty, but displaying the capacity for failure to reproduce and stabilise itself. It is 
t
h

e
 v

e
r

y
 s

u
s
t
a

in
a

b
ilit

y
 o

f
 fa

ile
d

 in
s
t
it

u
t
io

n
s
 t

h
a

t
 s

h
o

c
k

s
. T

h
e

 m
o

o
d

 o
f
 w

a
it

in
g

 fo
r
 

c
r
is

is
 o

f
t
e

n
 c

o
n

t
a

in
s
 a

 s
e

c
r
e

t
 y

e
a

r
n

in
g

 t
h

a
t
 fa

ilu
r
e

s
 w

ill g
e

t
 w

o
r
s
e

, in
 o

r
d

e
r
 t

o
 t

h
e

n
 

be transform
ed. A

s econom
ists recollect the dread they felt in October 2008, w

hen 
t
h

e
 p

o
s
s
ib

ilit
y

 lo
o

m
e

d
 t

h
a

t
 A

T
M

s
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

m
p

t
ie

d
 a

n
d

 w
h

o
le

 h
ig

h
 s

t
r
e

e
t
s
 b

o
a

r
d

e
d

 

u
p

, m
a

n
y

 o
f
 u

s
 h

a
v

e
 t

o
 s

u
p

p
r
e

s
s
 a

 t
in

g
e

 o
f
 d

a
r
k

 r
e

g
r
e

t
 t

h
a

t
 s

u
c
h

 h
is

t
o

r
y

 w
a

s
 n

o
t
 

m
ade after all. Econom

ic judgem
ent day w

as put off. W
hich perhaps inspired the 

deferral of political judgem
ent day.  

A
n

d
 c

u
lt

u
r
a

l.  

A
n

d
 e

n
v

ir
o

n
m

e
n

t
a

l…
 

O
n

e
 w

a
y

 o
f
 u

n
d

e
r
s
t
a

n
d

in
g

 t
h

e
 s

t
a

g
n

a
n

t
 h

is
t
o

r
ic

a
l p

e
r
io

d
 o

f
 t

h
e

 p
r
e

s
e

n
t
 is

 

in
 t

e
r

m
s
 o

f
 t

h
e

 d
o

m
in

a
n

t
 v

is
u

a
l m

e
t
a

p
h

o
r
s
 t

h
a

t
 a

r
e

 a
t
 w

o
r
k

. C
o

n
s
id

e
r
 t

h
e

 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 w

a
y

s
 o

f
 s

e
e

in
g

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

c
e

a
lin

g
. T

h
e

 n
o

t
io

n
 o

f
 t

h
e

 m
o

d
e

r
n

 c
r
is

is
 is

 

a
c

c
o

m
p

a
n

ie
d

 b
y

 a
 m

e
t
a

p
h

o
r
 o

f
 s

t
r
ip

p
in

g
 a

w
a

y
 a

n
d

 r
e

v
e

a
lin

g
. T

h
e

 s
c

ie
n

t
is

t
 w

h
o

 

m
a

k
e

s
 a

 d
r
a

m
a

t
ic

 b
r
e

a
k

t
h

r
o

u
g

h
 a

t
t
a

c
k

s
 t

h
e

 d
o

m
in

a
n

t
 w

a
y

 o
f
 s

e
e

in
g

 t
h

e
 w

o
r
ld

, 

a
n

d
 r

e
v

e
a

ls
 a

 t
r

u
t
h

 t
h

a
t
 h

a
d

 p
r
e

v
io

u
s
ly

 b
e

e
n

 h
id

d
e

n
. M

a
r

x
 c

o
n

s
t
a

n
t
ly

 e
m

p
lo

y
e

d
 

m
etaphors of visual illusion and ghosts. W

hat appeared to exist, w
as in fact false; 

w
h

a
t
 a

c
t
u

a
lly

 e
x

is
t
e

d
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 r
e

n
d

e
r
e

d
 m

y
s
t
e

r
io

u
s
ly

 in
v

is
ib

le
. T

h
e

 p
u

r
p

o
s
e

 o
f
 

his critique – that w
ould be confirm

ed by the final crisis of capitalism
 – w

as to strip 
1
4

co
nd

it
io

n 
is

 o
ne

 o
f d

is
sa

ti
sfi

ed
 w

ai
ti

ng
 –

 w
ai

ti
ng

 fo
r 

fa
ilu

re
s 

to
 ti

p 
ov

er
 in

to
 

cr
is

es
, w

ai
ti

ng
 fo

r 
ju

dg
em

en
t t

o 
be

 d
ec

la
re

d,
 w

ai
ti

ng
 fo

r 
hi

st
or

y 
to

 h
ap

pe
n.

 It
 is

 
a

ls
o

 o
n

e
 o

f
 n

o
s
t
a

lg
ia

 f
o

r
 m

o
d

e
r

n
 c

r
it

iq
u

e
 a

n
d

 m
o

d
e

r
n

 c
a

p
it

a
li

s
m

, 
b

o
t
h

 o
f
 w

h
ic

h
 

p
r
o

m
is

e
d

 a
n

d
 t

h
r
e

a
t
e

n
e

d
 t

h
a

t
 r

a
d

ic
a

l 
d

is
r

u
p

t
io

n
 w

o
u

ld
 a

r
r
iv

e
, 

r
e

n
d

e
r
in

g
 t

h
e

 

fu
tu

re
 u

nr
ec

og
ni

sa
bl

e 
fr

om
 th

e 
pa

st
. O

ba
m

a 
sp

ok
e 

to
 th

is
 y

ea
rn

in
g 

in
 h

is
 2

00
8 

c
a

m
p

a
ig

n
 r

h
e

t
o

r
ic

, 
b

u
t
 i

t
 i

s
 n

o
 c

o
in

c
id

e
n

c
e

 t
h

a
t
 h

e
 h

a
d

 t
o

 r
e

a
c
h

 r
e

p
e

a
t
e

d
ly

 f
o

r
 t

h
e

 

pa
st

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 fo

un
d 

hi
s 

pr
om

is
e 

of
 ‘c

ha
ng

e’
. L

in
co

ln
, R

oo
se

ve
lt

 a
nd

 –
 m

uc
h 

le
ss

 
e

x
p

li
c

it
ly

 –
 t

h
e

 c
iv

il
 r

ig
h

t
s
 m

o
v

e
m

e
n

t
, 

w
e

r
e

 i
n

v
o

k
e

d
 a

s
 p

r
o

o
f
 t

h
a

t
 c

h
a

n
g

e
 w

a
s
 a

 

r
e

a
l 

p
o

s
s
ib

il
it

y
. 

A
 y

e
a

r
 o

n
, 

m
a

n
y

 f
e

e
l 

t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

y
 a

r
e

 s
t
il

l 
w

a
it

in
g

 f
o

r
 i

t
 t

o
 b

e
g

in
. 

P
e

r
v

e
r
s
e

ly
, 

if
 1

9
6

8
 w

a
s
 a

n
 e

x
a

m
p

le
 o

f
 c

r
is

is
 i

n
 o

n
e

 s
p

h
e

r
e

 s
p

a
w

n
in

g
 c

r
is

is
 

in
 a

n
o

t
h

e
r
, 

2
0

0
9

 s
e

e
m

s
 l

ik
e

 d
e

la
y

 i
n

 o
n

e
 s

p
h

e
r
e

 s
p

a
w

n
in

g
 d

e
la

y
 i

n
 a

n
o

t
h

e
r
. 

R
a

t
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 a

 c
o

ll
e

c
t
iv

e
 a

w
a

r
e

n
e

s
s
 t

h
a

t
 t

h
in

g
s
 h

a
v

e
 g

o
n

e
 c

r
it

ic
a

l,
 w

e
 h

a
v

e
 a

 r
is

in
g

 

c
o

ll
e

c
t
iv

e
 s

e
n

s
e

 t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

y
 h

a
v

e
n

’t
 –

 a
t
 l

e
a

s
t
 n

o
t
 y

e
t
, 

o
r
 n

o
t
 e

n
o

u
g

h
. 

T
h

e
 A

m
e

r
ic

a
n

 

T
V

 d
r
a

m
a

 T
h

e
 W

ir
e

 p
e

r
fe

c
t
ly

 e
n

c
a

p
s
u

la
t
e

s
 t

h
is

 m
o

o
d

, 
s
h

o
w

in
g

 h
o

w
 f

a
il

u
r
e

s
 i

n
 e

a
c
h

 

s
p

h
e

r
e

 o
f
 s

o
c

ie
t
y

 a
c

t
 a

s
 t

h
e

 g
u

a
r
a

n
t
o

r
s
 o

f
 e

a
c
h

 o
t
h

e
r
, 

e
n

s
u

r
in

g
 t

h
a

t
 f

a
il

u
r
e

 w
il

l 

p
e

r
p

e
t
u

a
t
e

 i
t
s
e

lf
 a

s
 f

a
il

u
r
e

, 
r
a

t
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 e

x
p

lo
d

e
 a

s
 c

r
is

is
. 

T
h

e
 s

h
o

w
’s

 c
r
e

a
t
o

r
, 

D
a

v
id

 

S
im

o
n

, 
a

r
g

u
e

d
 t

h
a

t
 T

h
e

 W
ir

e
: 

is
 p

e
r
h

a
p

s
 t

h
e

 o
n

ly
 s

t
o

r
y

t
e

ll
in

g
 o

n
 t

e
le

v
is

io
n

 t
h

a
t
 o

v
e

r
t
ly

 s
u

g
g

e
s
t
s
 t

h
a

t
  

o
u

r
 p

o
li

t
ic

a
l 

a
n

d
 e

c
o

n
o

m
ic

 a
n

d
 s

o
c

ia
l 

c
o

n
s
t
r
u

c
t
s
 a

r
e

 n
o

 l
o

n
g

e
r
 v

ia
b

le
, 
 

t
h

a
t
 o

u
r
 l

e
a

d
e

r
s
h

ip
 h

a
s
 f

a
il

e
d

 u
s
 r

e
le

n
t
le

s
s
ly

, 
a

n
d

 t
h

a
t
 n

o
, 
w

e
 a

r
e

 n
o

t
  

g
o

in
g

 t
o

 b
e

 a
ll

 r
ig

h
t
. 

6

it
s
 r

a
d

ic
a

lly
 t

r
a

n
s
fo

r
m

a
t
iv

e
 im

p
a

c
t
 u

p
o

n
 n

a
t
u

r
e

, c
la

s
s
 m

o
b

ilis
a

t
io

n
 a

n
d

 g
e

o
-p

o
lit

ic
s
 

d
u

r
in

g
 it

s
 s

h
o

r
t
 h

is
t
o

r
y

. C
a

r
b

o
n

 w
ill o

n
e

 d
a

y
 b

e
 r

e
p

la
c

e
d

 a
s
 o

u
r
 p

r
im

a
r

y
 s

o
u

r
c

e
 

o
f
 e

n
e

r
g

y
. B

u
t
 w

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 a
lr

e
a

d
y

 p
u

t
 it

 b
e

h
in

d
 u

s
. S

o
m

e
 s

c
ie

n
t
is

t
s
 b

e
lie

v
e

 w
e

 

h
a

v
e

 le
f
t
 t

h
in

g
s
 t

o
o

 la
t
e

. S
u

r
e

ly
 w

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t
 b

e
 a

llo
w

in
g

 a
 c

a
t
a

s
t
r
o

p
h

e
 t

o
 o

c
c

u
r
, 

w
ithout first adm

itting to a crisis? 

T
his essay considers the contem

porary experience of crises. In particular, 
it

 lo
o

k
s
 a

t
 t

h
e

 d
is

a
p

p
o

in
t
m

e
n

t
 a

n
d

 f
r

u
s
t
r
a

t
io

n
 o

f
 w

a
it

in
g

 fo
r
 c

r
is

e
s
 t

o
 

b
e

c
o

m
e

 c
r
it

ic
a

l. T
h

e
 e

c
o

n
o

m
ic

, p
o

lit
ic

a
l, e

n
v

ir
o

n
m

e
n

t
a

l a
n

d
 –

 fo
r
 t

h
o

s
e

 o
f
 a

 

m
o

r
e

 c
o

n
s
e

r
v

a
t
iv

e
 s

t
r
ip

e
 –

 m
o

r
a

l c
r
is

e
s
 o

f
 t

h
e

 p
r
e

s
e

n
t
 fe

e
l e

it
h

e
r
 d

e
la

y
e

d
 o

r
 t

o
o

 

p
r
o

t
r
a

c
t
e

d
 t

o
 r

e
g

is
t
e

r
 a

s
 m

o
m

e
n

t
s
 o

f
 u

p
h

e
a

v
a

l. M
a

y
b

e
 w

e
 h

a
v

e
 c

r
is

is
 fa

t
ig

u
e

, 

h
a

v
in

g
 b

e
c

o
m

e
 s

o
 fa

m
ilia

r
 w

it
h

 t
h

e
 n

o
t
io

n
 t

h
a

t
 ‘c

h
a

n
g

e
’, ‘in

s
e

c
u

r
it

y
’, ‘in

n
o

v
a

t
io

n
’ 

and ‘uncertainty’ are ubiquitous, that no upheaval can now
 feel quite sufficient 

to propel us into an alternative future. Our contem
porary crises are dull, 

sluggish affairs, that leave us dissatisfied but unable to transform
 dissatisfaction 

in
t
o

 a
c

t
io

n
. T

h
e

r
e

 is
 a

 w
id

e
s
p

r
e

a
d

 s
e

n
s
e

 t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

 p
r
e

s
e

n
t
 is

 u
n

s
u

s
t
a

in
a

b
le

, y
e

t
 

nevertheless enduring. W
hy is this?

✤
 ✤

 ✤

7

T
h

e
 t

e
r

m
 ‘

c
r
is

is
’ 

h
a

s
 a

c
q

u
ir

e
d

 s
t
a

r
k

ly
 n

e
g

a
t
iv

e
 c

o
n

n
o

t
a

t
io

n
s
, 

a
s
 w

it
h

 t
h

e
 

e
x

p
r
e

s
s
io

n
s
 ‘

h
u

m
a

n
it

a
r
ia

n
 c

r
is

is
’ 

o
r
 ‘

m
id

-l
if

e
 c

r
is

is
’.

 B
u

t
 t

h
is

 i
s
 n

o
t
 i

t
s
 o

r
ig

in
a

l 

m
e

a
n

in
g

. 
T

h
e

 G
r
e

e
k

 w
o

r
d

 K
r
is

is
 fr

om
 w

hi
ch

 it
 s

te
m

s 
m

ea
nt

 ju
dg

em
en

t, 
de

ci
si

on
 

o
r
 t

r
ia

l.
 T

h
e

 E
n

g
li

s
h

 v
e

r
n

a
c

u
la

r
 r

e
t
a

in
s
 s

o
m

e
 o

f
 t

h
is

 m
e

a
n

in
g

 i
n

 t
h

e
 w

o
r
d

 ‘
c

r
it

ic
’,

 

th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 w

ho
m

 is
 to

 is
su

e 
a 

ju
dg

em
en

t o
n 

so
m

et
hi

ng
. T

he
 te

rm
 ‘c

ri
ti

qu
e’

 
g

e
t
s
 c

lo
s
e

r
 s

t
il

l 
t
o

 t
h

e
 o

r
ig

in
a

l 
m

e
a

n
in

g
, 

in
d

ic
a

t
in

g
 t

h
e

 p
a

r
t
ic

u
la

r
 m

o
m

e
n

t
 o

r
 e

v
e

n
t
 

at
 w

hi
ch

 a
 d

ec
is

io
n 

oc
cu

rs
, s

im
ila

r 
to

 th
e 

co
nc

lu
si

on
 o

f a
 tr

ia
l. 

W
he

n 
a 

ho
sp

it
al

 
p

a
t
ie

n
t
 i

s
 d

e
s
c

r
ib

e
d

 a
s
 b

e
in

g
 i

n
 a

 ‘
c

r
it

ic
a

l’
 c

o
n

d
it

io
n

, 
t
h

is
 l

it
e

r
a

ll
y

 m
e

a
n

s
 t

h
a

t
 t

h
e

y
 

h
a

v
e

 r
e

a
c
h

e
d

 t
h

e
 t

u
r

n
in

g
 p

o
in

t
 t

h
a

t
 w

il
l 

d
e

t
e

r
m

in
e

 t
h

e
ir

 f
a

t
e

. 

T
o 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
 a

 c
ri

si
s,

 th
er

ef
or

e,
 is

 n
ot

 s
im

pl
y 

to
 s

uf
fe

r 
so

m
e 

di
sa

st
er

. W
e 

do
 

n
o

t
 d

e
s
c

r
ib

e
 a

 r
o

a
d

 a
c

c
id

e
n

t
 a

s
 a

 ‘
c

r
is

is
’,

 a
lt

h
o

u
g

h
 w

e
 m

ig
h

t
 d

e
s
c

r
ib

e
 a

 g
r
a

d
u

a
l 

b
u

il
d

-u
p

 i
n

 r
o

a
d

 d
e

a
t
h

s
 a

s
 n

e
a

r
in

g
 ‘

c
r
is

is
 p

o
in

t
’.

 A
 c

r
is

is
 i

s
 s

u
b

t
ly

 d
if

fe
r
e

n
t
 f

r
o

m
 a

n
 

‘e
m

e
r
g

e
n

c
y

’,
 i

n
 t

h
a

t
 t

h
e

 l
a

t
t
e

r
 i

s
 t

y
p

ic
a

ll
y

 d
e

c
la

r
e

d
 i

n
 o

r
d

e
r
 t

o
 d

e
fe

n
d

 o
r
 e

n
fo

r
c

e
 

t
h

e
 s

t
a

t
u

s
 q

u
o

, 
r
a

t
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 t

r
a

n
s
fo

r
m

 o
r
 r

e
p

la
c

e
 i

t
. 

 T
o

 e
x

p
e

r
ie

n
c

e
 c

r
is

is
 i

s
 t

o
 b

e
 

br
ou

gh
t b

ef
or

e 
a 

ju
ry

 o
f s

om
e 

fo
rm

, t
o 

di
sc

ov
er

 o
ne

’s
 fu

tu
re

. T
ha

t a
 c

ri
si

s 
w

ill
 

e
v

e
n

t
u

a
ll

y
 a

r
is

e
 i

s
 t

y
p

ic
a

ll
y

 r
e

c
o

g
n

is
e

d
; 

it
 i

s
 t

h
e

 o
u

t
c

o
m

e
 –

 t
h

e
 d

e
c

is
io

n
 –

 t
h

a
t
 i

s
 

n
o

t
 k

n
o

w
n

 i
n

 a
d

v
a

n
c

e
. 

R
e

g
a

r
d

le
s
s
 o

f
 w

h
e

t
h

e
r
 r

e
s
u

lt
in

g
 o

u
t
c

o
m

e
s
 a

r
e

 v
ie

w
e

d
 a

s
 

im
p

r
o

v
e

m
e

n
t
s
 o

r
 n

o
t
, 

t
h

e
y

 m
u

s
t
 n

e
c

e
s
s
a

r
il

y
 b

e
 d

if
fe

r
e

n
t
 f

r
o

m
 w

h
a

t
 w

e
n

t
 b

e
fo

r
e

.

D
a

t
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 t
o

 t
h

e
 E

n
li

g
h

t
e

n
m

e
n

t
, 

E
u

r
o

p
e

a
n

 t
h

e
o

r
y

 h
a

s
 p

la
c

e
d

 p
a

r
t
ic

u
la

r
 

em
ph

as
is

 o
n 

cr
is

is
, i

n 
tw

o 
in

te
r-

re
la

te
d 

se
ns

es
. F

ir
st

ly
, w

ri
ti

ng
 in

 P
ru

ss
ia

 



1
3

s
o

 p
e

r
io

d
ic

a
lly

. T
h

e
 m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t
 g

u
r

u
s
 w

h
o

 p
r
e

a
c
h

 c
o

n
s
t
a

n
t
 c

h
a

o
s
, t

h
r
o

w
in

g
 

s
c

o
r

n
 u

p
o

n
 a

ll r
o

u
t
in

e
, r

e
p

a
c
k

a
g

e
 p

o
s
t
-m

o
d

e
r

n
 p

h
ilo

s
o

p
h

y
 fo

r
 t

h
e

 e
lit

e
s
 o

f
 t

h
e

 p
o

s
t
-

m
odern econom

y. From
 the 1970s onw

ards, the teachings of Schum
peter becam

e 
a

b
s
o

r
b

e
d

 in
t
o

 e
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 p

o
lic

y
-m

a
k

in
g

 a
n

d
 c

o
r
p

o
r
a

t
e

 s
t
r
a

t
e

g
y

, in
 t

h
e

 h
o

p
e

 t
h

a
t
 

t
h

r
o

u
g

h
 h

a
r

n
e

s
s
in

g
 p

e
r
p

e
t
u

a
l in

n
o

v
a

t
io

n
, u

n
d

e
r
ly

in
g

 e
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 p

o
w

e
r
 s

t
r

u
c

t
u

r
e

s
 

t
h

e
m

s
e

lv
e

s
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 u

n
t
h

r
e

a
t
e

n
e

d
 b

y
 c

r
e

a
t
iv

e
 d

e
s
t
r

u
c

t
io

n
.

I
n w

hat becam
e know

n as the post-m
odern era, crisis lost its definition. It w

as no 
longer an interruption of any kind, no m

atter how
 protracted. It w

as constant, 
and therefore norm

al and deadening. A
s G

eorge Soros said of financial m
arkets “I 

cannot predict anything except unpredictability”. In such circum
stances, there is 

no grand narrative or coherent scientific paradigm
, w

aiting in the w
ings to replace 

its predecessor. There is only the banality of flux – new
 products, new

 policies, new
 

ideas, new
 styles, flow

ing in a constant stream
 of sam

eness.  

✤
 ✤

 ✤

W
h

a
t
 a

r
e

 w
e

 n
o

w
 t

o
 m

a
k

e
 o

f
 c

r
is

is
, a

t
 t

h
e

 e
n

d
 o

f
 a

 p
e

r
io

d
 t

h
a

t
 r

e
n

d
e

r
e

d
 it

 

constant and banal? H
ow

 are w
e to im

agine real change, in the suffocating 
m

anagerial atm
osphere that sees change everyw

here and now
here? Our current 

1
2

A
s
 m

u
c
h

 a
s
 a

n
y

t
h

in
g

, 
1

9
6

8
 r

e
p

r
e

s
e

n
t
e

d
 t

h
e

 c
o

ll
e

c
t
iv

e
 a

w
a

r
e

n
e

s
s
 t

h
a

t
 t

h
in

g
s
 

h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 c

r
it

ic
a

l 
–
 a

 f
o

r
m

 o
f
 s

e
lf

-c
o

n
s
c

io
u

s
n

e
s
s
 t

h
a

t
 t

h
e

n
 s

e
e

p
e

d
 i

n
t
o

 e
v

e
r

y
 o

t
h

e
r
 

c
o

r
n

e
r
 o

f
 p

u
b

li
c

 a
n

d
 p

r
iv

a
t
e

 l
if

e
. 

In
 b

o
t
h

 t
h

e
 t

h
e

o
r
e

t
ic

a
l 

a
n

d
 t

h
e

 e
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 s

e
n

s
e

, 
a

 c
r
is

is
 p

e
r

fo
r

m
s
 a

 h
is

t
o

r
ic

a
l 

r
o

le
 

in
 d

iv
id

in
g 

th
e 

pa
st

 fr
om

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
, e

ve
n 

if 
(a

s 
th

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 a

bo
ve

 te
st

ify
) 

th
at

 
di

vi
si

on
 is

 it
se

lf 
pr

ot
ra

ct
ed

 o
ve

r 
ti

m
e.

 T
he

 ju
ry

 le
av

es
 th

e 
co

ur
t-

ro
om

 to
 c

on
fe

r,
 

a
n

d
 m

a
y

 n
o

t
 r

e
a

p
p

e
a

r
 f

o
r
 s

e
v

e
r
a

l 
y

e
a

r
s
. 

M
o

d
e

r
n

 c
o

n
s
c

io
u

s
n

e
s
s
 i

s
 s

h
a

p
e

d
 b

y
 t

h
is

 

h
is

t
o

r
ic

a
l 

t
e

m
p

o
r
a

li
t
y

, 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 s
t
a

b
il

it
y

 a
n

d
 t

u
r
b

u
le

n
c

e
 p

r
o

d
u

c
e

 o
n

e
 a

n
o

t
h

e
r
, 

e
a

c
h

 g
u

a
r
a

n
t
e

e
in

g
 t

h
a

t
 t

h
e

 o
t
h

e
r
 c

a
n

n
o

t
 l

a
s
t
. 

H
o

p
e

 –
 a

n
d

 f
e

a
r
 –

 l
ie

s
 i

n
 t

h
e

 f
a

c
t
 t

h
a

t
 

e
v

e
n

 t
h

e
 p

e
r

m
a

n
e

n
t
 f

e
a

t
u

r
e

s
 o

f
 o

u
r
 s

o
c

ie
t
y

 w
il

l 
e

v
e

n
t
u

a
ll

y
 b

e
 t

h
r
o

w
n

 i
n

t
o

 c
r
it

ic
a

l 

u
n

c
e

r
t
a

in
t
y

, 
b

e
fo

r
e

 b
e

in
g

 r
e

in
v

e
n

t
e

d
 a

n
d

 r
e

-e
m

b
e

d
d

e
d

 a
 n

e
w

. 

B
u

t
 w

h
a

t
 i

f
 t

u
r
b

u
le

n
c

e
 a

n
d

 s
t
a

b
il

it
y

 b
e

c
a

m
e

 i
n

d
is

t
in

g
u

is
h

a
b

le
 f

r
o

m
 o

n
e

 

an
ot

he
r?

 W
ha

t w
ou

ld
 th

is
 m

ea
n 

fo
r 

ou
r 

se
ns

e 
of

 ti
m

e,
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

an
d 

ho
pe

? 
T

h
is

 i
s
 t

h
e

 s
c

e
n

a
r
io

 t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

 t
h

e
o

r
is

t
s
 o

f
 p

o
s
t
-m

o
d

e
r

n
it

y
 a

n
d

 p
o

s
t
-m

o
d

e
r

n
is

m
 o

n
c

e
 

pr
op

os
ed

. O
n 

a 
ph

ilo
so

ph
ic

al
 le

ve
l, 

th
e 

ve
ry

 p
os

si
bi

lit
y 

(a
nd

 v
al

ue
) 

of
 c

ri
ti

qu
e 

r
e

s
u

lt
in

g
 i

n
 a

n
y

t
h

in
g

 s
o

li
d

 o
r
 b

e
t
t
e

r
 i

s
 t

h
r
o

w
n

 i
n

t
o

 d
o

u
b

t
, 

t
h

e
r
e

b
y

 u
n

d
e

r
m

in
in

g
 t

h
e

 

st
at

us
 o

f c
ri

ti
qu

e 
it

se
lf.

 T
he

 ju
dg

e,
 s

ci
en

ti
st

 a
nd

 c
ri

ti
c 

be
co

m
e 

un
de

rm
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
v

e
r

y
 u

n
c

e
r

t
a

in
t
y

 t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

y
 a

r
e

 t
a

s
k

e
d

 w
it

h
 r

e
s
o

lv
in

g
. 

A
n

d
 o

n
 a

 m
a

t
e

r
ia

l 
le

v
e

l,
 n

e
o

-

lib
er

al
is

m
 c

om
es

 to
 o

pe
ra

te
 a

s 
a 

co
ns

ta
nt

 c
ri

si
s,

 in
 w

hi
ch

 c
ap

it
al

 a
vo

id
s 

an
y 

fix
ed

 
s
p

a
t
ia

l 
o

r
 t

e
m

p
o

r
a

l 
h

a
b

it
s
, 

c
o

n
s
t
a

n
t
ly

 c
r
e

a
t
in

g
 a

n
d

 d
e

s
t
r
o

y
in

g
, 

r
a

t
h

e
r
 t

h
a

n
 d

o
in

g
 

8

in the 1780s and 90s, Im
m

anuel K
ant reinvented philosophy as a critical 

tribunal, before w
hich the principles of W

estern thinking w
ould be judged. In his 

C
r
it

iq
u

e
 o

f
 P

u
r
e

 R
e

a
s
o

n
, C

r
it

iq
u

e
 o

f
 P

r
a

c
t
ic

a
l R

e
a

s
o

n
 a

n
d

 C
r
it

iq
u

e
 o

f
 J

u
d

g
e

m
e

n
t
, 

K
ant set about re-establishing the foundations of know

ledge, m
orality and 

a
e

s
t
h

e
t
ic

s
 r

e
s
p

e
c

t
iv

e
ly

 t
h

r
o

u
g

h
 t

e
s
t
in

g
 t

h
e

m
 a

n
d

 e
s
t
a

b
lis

h
in

g
 t

h
e

ir
 lim

it
s
. T

h
e

 

E
n

lig
h

t
e

n
m

e
n

t
 it

s
e

lf
 m

a
d

e
 t

h
is

 n
e

c
e

s
s
a

r
y

, h
a

v
in

g
 t

h
r
o

w
n

 d
o

u
b

t
 u

p
o

n
 t

h
e

 o
ld

 

c
e

r
t
a

in
t
ie

s
 t

h
a

t
 h

a
d

 o
n

c
e

 w
e

d
d

e
d

 s
c

ie
n

c
e

, e
t
h

ic
a

l p
r
a

c
t
ic

e
s
 a

n
d

 a
r

t
is

t
ic

 c
r
e

a
t
io

n
 

into a single theological system
 (as m

anifest in the R
enaissance). K

ant’s aim
 

w
a

s
 n

o
t
 t

o
 e

x
a

c
e

r
b

a
t
e

 t
h

is
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f
 u

n
c

e
r

t
a

in
t
y

, b
u

t
 t

o
 b

r
in

g
 it

 t
o

 a
 c

lim
a

x
 a

n
d

 

t
h

e
r
e

fo
r
e

 t
o

 a
 c

lo
s
e

, is
s
u

in
g

 t
h

e
 p

h
ilo

s
o

p
h

ic
a

l d
e

c
is

io
n

 t
h

a
t
 w

o
u

ld
 a

llo
w

 m
o

d
e

r
n

 

t
h

o
u

g
h

t
 t

o
 c

o
n

t
in

u
e

 o
n

 a
 n

e
w

, s
u

r
e

r
 fo

o
t
in

g
. 

H
is

 c
r
it

ic
a

l p
h

ilo
s
o

p
h

y
 a

im
e

d
 t

o
 b

r
in

g
 s

o
m

e
t
h

in
g

 t
o

 t
h

e
 b

o
il, t

o
 in

t
r
o

d
u

c
e

 

a new
 future by issuing a judgem

ent on the past. Certainly there w
as 

a
 n

e
g

a
t
iv

e
 d

im
e

n
s
io

n
 t

o
 t

h
is

 –
 o

n
ly

 t
h

r
o

u
g

h
 g

r
e

a
t
ly

 r
e

s
t
r
ic

t
in

g
 t

h
e

 s
c

o
p

e
 o

f
 

s
c

ie
n

c
e

, fo
r
 e

x
a

m
p

le
, d

id
 h

e
 h

o
p

e
 t

o
 s

a
v

e
 it

. B
u

t
 t

h
is

 is
 n

o
t
 s

o
 d

if
fe

r
e

n
t
 f

r
o

m
 t

h
e

 

n
e

g
a

t
iv

e
 f

u
n

c
t
io

n
 o

f
 a

 t
h

e
a

t
r
e

 c
r
it

ic
: w

it
h

o
u

t
 t

h
e

 p
o

s
s
ib

ilit
y

, a
n

d
 s

o
m

e
t
im

e
s
 e

v
e

n
 

expectation, of a negative judgem
ent, there is no m

eaning in an affirm
ative one. 

M
o

d
e

r
n

 p
h

ilo
s
o

p
h

y
 h

a
d

, a
f
t
e

r
 a

ll, b
e

g
u

n
 w

it
h

 a
 m

o
m

e
n

t
 o

f
 r

a
d

ic
a

l d
o

u
b

t
, w

h
e

n
 

R
e

n
é

 D
e

s
c

a
r

t
e

s
 a

s
k

e
d

 h
o

w
 h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 s

u
r
e

 o
f
 t

h
e

 e
x

is
t
e

n
c

e
 o

f
 t

h
e

 o
u

t
s
id

e
 w

o
r
ld

, 

o
r
 in

d
e

e
d

 h
im

s
e

lf
. H

is
 fa

m
o

u
s
 a

n
s
w

e
r
 –

 c
o

g
it

o
 e

r
g

o
 s

u
m

 - w
a

s
 a

 fo
u

n
d

a
t
io

n
 o

f
 s

o
r

t
s
, 

b
u

t
 m

o
d

e
r

n
 t

h
e

o
r

y
 h

a
s
 b

e
e

n
 a

 r
e

c
u

r
r
in

g
 t

h
r
o

w
in

g
-in

t
o

-d
o

u
b

t
 e

v
e

r
 s

in
c

e
. T

h
is

 is
 n

o
t
 

9

do
ub

t f
or

 it
s 

ow
n 

sa
ke

, b
ut

 in
 th

e 
ho

pe
 o

f fi
nd

in
g 

a 
ne

w
, m

or
e 

st
ab

le
 p

at
h 

in
to

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
. O

ut
 o

f a
 c

ri
si

s 
of

 c
on

fid
en

ce
 m

ig
ht

 c
om

e 
a 

ne
w

 c
on

fid
en

ce
.

T
h

e
 m

o
d

e
r

n
 p

r
e

o
c

c
u

p
a

t
io

n
 w

it
h

 c
r
is

is
 a

p
p

e
a

r
s
 v

e
r

y
 d

if
fe

r
e

n
t
ly

 i
n

 a
 s

e
c

o
n

d
 

th
eo

re
ti

ca
l t

ra
di

ti
on

, i
ni

ti
at

ed
 b

y 
K

ar
l M

ar
x.

 H
er

e 
it

 is
 n

ot
 a

 c
ri

si
s 

of
 th

in
ki

ng
 

t
h

a
t
 i

s
 b

e
in

g
 e

n
g

e
n

d
e

r
e

d
, 

b
u

t
 o

n
e

 o
f
 d

o
in

g
. I

t i
s 

no
t m

od
er

n 
ph

ilo
so

ph
y 

th
at

 h
as

 a
 

t
e

n
d

e
n

c
y

 t
o

 u
n

d
e

r
m

in
e

, 
u

n
s
e

t
t
le

 a
n

d
 r

e
-e

s
t
a

b
li

s
h

 i
t
s
e

lf
 i

n
 m

o
m

e
n

t
s
 o

f
 c

r
is

is
, 

b
u

t
 

th
e 

so
ci

al
 s

ys
te

m
 k

no
w

n 
as

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

. I
n 

M
ar

x’
s 

vi
ew

, c
ap

it
al

is
m

 is
 a

lw
ay

s 
in

 a
 

fa
in

tl
y 

cr
it

ic
al

 c
on

di
ti

on
, i

na
sm

uc
h 

as
 it

 p
ro

du
ce

s 
a 

so
ci

et
y 

of
 fl

ux
, i

nn
ov

at
io

n 
an

d 
u

n
c

e
r

t
a

in
t
y

. 
T

h
is

 w
a

s
 t

h
e

 b
a

s
is

 o
f
 a

 m
o

d
e

r
n

is
t
 s

e
n

s
ib

il
it

y
 t

h
a

t
 M

a
r

x
 w

a
s
 c

e
r

t
a

in
ly

 

in
to

xi
ca

te
d 

by
, a

nd
 w

hi
ch

 M
ar

xi
st

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
W

al
te

r 
B

en
ja

m
in

 a
nd

 M
ar

sh
al

l 
B

e
r

m
a

n
 l

a
t
e

r
 d

w
e

ll
e

d
 u

p
o

n
. 

T
h

e
 c

e
n

t
r
a

l 
c

o
n

t
r
a

d
ic

t
io

n
s
 o

f
 t

h
e

 c
a

p
it

a
li

s
t
 s

y
s
t
e

m
 –

 

b
e

t
w

e
e

n
 c

a
p

it
a

l 
a

n
d

 l
a

b
o

u
r
, 

b
e

t
w

e
e

n
 m

a
r
k

e
t
 v

a
lu

e
 a

n
d

 u
t
il

it
y

 –
 l

e
a

d
 i

t
 t

o
 d

e
s
t
r
o

y
 

a
n

d
 e
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