Sound Scavenging

The first collaborative learning project with Loren
Chasse and Jenny Hammond Primary School took
place over two workshops in June and December
2005.

Sound Scavenging introduced students of Year 4
to think about sound as part of our environment.
We designed and distributed kits to the students,
including an eNotebook, a digital sound recorder
and various objects designed to help the students
explore sound as a material and as part of the
local ecology. The students used the eNotebooks
to keep sound diaries during the workshops, and
their recordings were podcast and mapped.

The second workshop focused on 'Listen Your Way
to School'. The students logged the sounds they
heard on their daily journey to school and

mapped them in a bodystorming process. By
building up a sound map of their local
environment, they learnt how much they could
find out about the world around them just
through 'listening'.

Download the Project Report:
http://tinyurl.com/st-sound-report

Social
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knowledge and experience to co-create the rich
tapestry of the city. We ran two public trials (in
December 2003 and June-July 2004) to test the
platform and begin to understand the social and
cultural implications of public authoring. However,
despite our efforts to engage with more diverse
local residents, the trials attracted participants
who were, in the main, already familiar with the
concepts and aims of spatial annotation and
mobile technologies. In developing and promoting
UT as an art project we found that its participants
were largely those already engaged in the issues
and we were effectively 'preaching to the
converted'.

Social Tapestries was designed to enable us to
engage with other communities - not convened
groups, but actual communities in real world
situations. We sought to build relationships in a
number of contexts that would allow us to explore
the concepts behind public authoring, but where
the technologies and tools used would only be
those that were appropriate to the situation and
context, not pre-determined.

We focused on three areas of enquiry:
« citizenship, neighbourhoods and public services
- exploring how mapping and sharing knowledge
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Mobility Field Experiment

A proposal to run a field trial demonstrating
user-generated spatial annotation of physical
access issues by people with disabilities. The
project aimed to build up a grassroots map of
access problems by the people they affect the
most. The aim was to begin to understand the
everyday practical issues faced by people with
mobility difficulties in the urban environment
providing key information to surveyors and
mapping agencies about what additional features
needs to be mapped (such as kerb height), as
well as a public way of mapping and sharing
locally specific information crucial to a variety of
communities.

Sensory Threads

A research proposal, developed with George
Roussos at Birkbeck College's School of Computer
and Information Science, exploring the social,
cultural and ethical issues associated with
real-time data capture from bio-sensors worn by
people as part of 'healthy-living self-care'
regimes.
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Mass Observation for the 21st Century
Urban Tapestries investigated how, by combining
mobile and internet technologies with geographic
information systems, people could 'author' the
environment around them; a kind of Mass
Observation for the 21st Century. Like the
founders of Mass Observation in the 1930s, we
were interested in creating opportunities for an
"anthropology of ourselves" adopting and
adapting new and emerging technologies for
creating and sharing everyday knowledge and
experience; building up organic, collective
memories that trace and embellish different kinds
of relationships across places, time and
communities.

The Urban Tapestries software platform enabled
people to build relationships between places and
to associate stories, information, pictures, sounds
and videos with them. It provided the basis for a
series of engagements with actual communities
(in social housing, schools and with users of
public spaces) to play with the emerging
possibilities of public authoring in real world
settings.
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Urban Tapestries Platform Development

As part of the ST research programme Proboscis
continued the development of the UT system
taking it from a prototype to a platform.

Proboscis collaborated with the Pervasive
Computing Lab at Birkbeck College's School of
Computer Science and Information Systems to
re-engineer and enhance the initial prototype.
Between late 2004 and summer 2006, both the
back end system and client interfaces were
developed to enable different kinds of interactions
and possibilities for public authoring. In addition
to web browsers, flash and mobile phone
applications, clients such as the Feral Robots were
developed to map and share not just stories,
video, audio and photos, but also data streams
from sensors.

The system was also designed to support future
possibilities, such as print on demand outputs:
(books, eBooks, posters and postcards);
streaming audio/video to local broadcasters;
digital TV interfaces; external APIs and embedded
device networks.

http://urbantapestries.net
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The Projects

Citizenship, neighbourhoods and public services
- Conversations and Connections
- St Marks Housing Coop

Education and learning

- Experiencing Democracy
- Everyday Archaeology

- Sound Scavenging

People and environment
- Robotic Feral Public Authoring
- Snout

In addition several small studies and
collaborations were developed alongside the main
projects:

- Kingswood High School

- STAMPS

- Eyes on the Street

- Neighbourhood Games

- RoadMarker

- Mobility Field Experiment

- Sensory Threads

http://socialtapestries.net/projects
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St Marks Housing Coop

Proboscis collaborated with members of St Marks
Housing Coop to assist them recover and record

the coop's 25 year history of managing property

on behalf of social landlords and provide low cost
housing to its members.

The nature of short life accommodation is
transient - properties are let to the coop by social
housing landlords for short periods (typically 6
months to 2 years); members also come and go
as they move on to permanent housing or find
alternatives when housing is handed back.

Proboscis introduced coop members to online
mapping technologies and knowledge sharing
tools to help them track places and memories. We
also created a document recording 25 years of
knowledge shared by the coop's members.

Download the project report:
http://tinyurl.com/st-stmarks-report
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