dropped out of the race for one reason or
another. The pace and strategy of the race will
change now, once the mushers have this lay over
and mentally prepare themselves for the last 1/2
of the Quest.

Alice's b rother sent this for those who are
interestedhttp://www.yukonquest.org(Joyce)

Journal no 13

We caught some of the action and Joyce watched
2 mushers leave Dawson midday and together

Dawson City
Journals,
Jan/Feb 2005:
Part 2

Alice Angus and Joyce Majiski
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stunning b atholith of jagged peaks thrust up like
a pyramid through a high alpine meadow.

Walking around to see the southern view, I look
down into the Klondike River valley. This is the
clearest evidence of mining in the area, even in
the winter. Surrounding slopes have b een
denuded in spots, but worst is the trail of tailings
left b ehind b y the b ig dredge. This machine
churned up the entire bed of the Klondike River in
the search for gold, leaving a worm trail of stone
tailings b ehind as its legacy. The tailings now
form the foundations for several residential
homes and b usinesses and greet everyone who
drives to Dawson with the tales of the search for
gold and the rubble left behind.

The Klondike River drains into the Yukon River at
Dawson City. In addition to the relatively small
Klondike, the Yukon has already b een fed b y
many larger and glacially fed rivers, such as the
Slims, Kluane and White Rivers. By the time the
Yukon passes through Dawson it is a wide and
strong river, yet it has another 1000 miles or so
to travel b efore it drains into the Bering Sea.
From the Dome I can see sections of open water
in the river, b oth upstream and downstream of
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path and sled the stuff that could freeze up to the
cabin. The rest will happen tomorrow, but I am
fairly pooped for now. Unfortunately I don't have
that nifty digital camera to take a shot to send
you all. But if you close your eyes and imagine a
classic little log house with a peaked roof, with a
blue door and all covered in 2 feet of snow- that
would be what it looked like.That is all from the
snowy depths of Joyce's abode, about 20 minutes
drive from Whitehorse, Yukon. Bye for now.
(Joyce).
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focused on how human activity is affected by the
weather. This was apparent b y the lack of
vehicles and human movement at 50 b elow and
the ice fog which lends such an eerie uninhabited
feeling to the place.

During my walks in the bush, in the extreme cold,
I revelled in the quiet, the snow on trees and the
peace of the place, forgetting the implications
that this cold has on wildlife. Seeing the tiny
tracks of lemmings, voles, mice and shrews was a
real treat, and reminded me to think beyond the
human scope of experience. Seen here is an arctic
hare track. (Joyce)
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Journal 16

This is my last morning in Dawson. The weather is
warm and there was a dusting of snow yesterday
which has covered my newly cleaned car, once
again. The sky looks heavy with the portent of
more snow. I am armed with several CD's to sing
my way home and a bag of snacks for diversion
during the 7 hour drive.

Later... I made it home in one piece, the drive
was stunningly b eautiful with clear blue skies for
much of the time. It seems I left the cloud in
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'real' place at last. One phase of this took Joyce
and I to, Ardnamurchan, the Caringorms, the
Spey Valley and the Highlands (all in Scotland)
and the film does feature the Loch Ness Monster.
Imagine how thrilled we were to find, squished in
the bookcase under a huge pile of novels, a copy
of a small paper back entitled The Search for the
Loch Nest Monster. It informed us that there have
been many reliable sightings by reliable witnesses
such as military men, doctors and lawyers (no
women I note). So there it was, a blue and green
depiction of the monster rising from the murky
waters of Loch Ness, half way around the world
and 200 k south of the arctic; our journey
seemed to have come full circle. (Alice)

Journal 15

Close to the city of Dawson are a number of old
cemeteries from the gold rush. One has a
prominent marker signifying the Yukon Order of
Pioneers, further along there is an NWMP North
West Mounted Police (now called Royal Canadian
MP) grave site. The markers are wood slab s,
greying with age, telling of sickness and too often
an early demise. Up on the Dome road there is
another cemetery which has a Jewish section. It is
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Journal No 9

Affectionately known as the Pit...the pink palace
is the place for general drunkenness and local
colour in Dawson- It is the place to go if you want
to experience a frontier watering hole.
Unfortunately it looks pretty respectable from this
angle. With the buzz of the Quest (see journal 8),
I am certain it would be the place to be over the
next few nights. (Joyce)
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Journal No 11

There is an arrow fashioned of green duct tape on
the kitchen floor of the residency. Alice thought it
was either a remnant of an artwork or garb age
and ignored it. In fact the arrow points northward
and I tend to orient myself each time I enter the
kitchen. With the stove on the north wall it seems
I am oriented north quite often.

We had another drop in temperature overnight.
This morning the thermometer read -30C. This
bodes well for the dog teams racing in the Yukon
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