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The senior author (MS) recently observed a female aelurilline, Langona tigrina (Simon 1885), as she fed 
on a trap-jaw ant (Anochetus sp.) at Perundurai, Erode District, Tamil Nadu (11.29812°N, 77.56534°E, 
08:30, 29 AUG 2022) (Figure 1).  The Aelurillini are widely distributed ground-dwelling species in India,  
mostly  found  in  grassland  and  agroecosystems,  preying  on  grasshoppers,  termites,  and  many  other 
insects (Figure 2).  Seven species of Langona Simon 1901 are known from India (WSC 2022).  We do not 
know of any other records of salticids feeding trap-jaw ants, but three species of trap-jaw ants of the  
genus Anochetus have been observed in the same area (Figure 3).

Figure 1.  Female Langona tigrina feeding on a trap-jaw ant of the genus Anochetus in Tamu Nadu.

1.  ♀ Langona tigrina (Simon 1885)
Perundurai, Erode, Tamil Nadu,
29 AUG 2022

2.  ♀ Langona tigrina
Perundurai, Erode,
Tamil Nadu, 29 AUG 2022
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Figure 2.  Aelurilline salticids in Tamu Nadu, feeding on (1) a small beetle and (2) a grasshopper.

Figure 3.  Two ponerine ants of the genus Anochetus in Tamu Nadu.  These are not frequently observed.

The best-known trap-jaw ants are ponerine members of the sister genera Anochetus and Odontomachus, 
with a cosmotropical distribution (Figures 3-4).  There are seven other formicine and myrmicine genera  
that have also evolved trap-jaws (Larabee & Suarez 2014; Larabee 2015).  The ponerine trap-jaw ants are  
thought  to  have  originated  in  the  early  Eocene  (52.5Ma),  in  South  America  or  Southeast  Asia,  then 
diversified in tropical Asia for the last 30My (Larabee 2015; Larabee et al.  2016).   In these ants,  the 
mandibles latch open at a right angle to the body axis, then, released by a stimulus applied to fine trigger  
hairs,  snap together  with  a powerful  force  to seize  their  prey (Larabee,  Gronenberg & Suarez  2017; 
Gibson et al. 2018).

Because of their fine visual sense, however, salticid spiders can avoid this trap by attacking these ants 
from the sides or rear, and by holding their thorax securely between the fangs.

1. ♂ aelurilline salticid
Perundurai, Erode,
Tamil Nadu, 30 AUG 2021

2.  aelurilline salticid♀
Perundurai, Erode,
Tamil Nadu, 8 SEP 2021

1. Anochetus sp.
Perundurai, Erode,
Tamil Nadu, 17 SEP 2022

2. Anochetus sp.
Perundurai, Erode,
Tamil Nadu, 13 JUL 2021
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Figure 4 (continued on next page).  Representatives of the ponerine ant genera Anochetus and Odontomachis.  Each of these 
closely related, sister genera is monophyletic, and Anochetus species tend to be smaller (Larabee et al. 2016).  Attribution and 
©: 1, alex_insect; 2, Aniruddha H D; 3-4, Philipp Hoenle; 5-6, Wayne Fidler.

1. Anochetus risii Forel 1900
Yau Tsim Mong, Hong Kong, 4 JUL 2016

2. Anochetus sedilloti Emery 1884
Hoshangabad, Madhya Pradesh, JUN 2022

3. Odontomachis davidsoni
Hoenle, Lattke & Donoso 2020
Eloy Alfaro, Ecuador, 1 APR 2019

4. Odontomachis hastatus
(Fabricius 1804)
Eloy Alfaro, Ecuador, 24 SEP 2021

5. Odontomachis insularis
Guérin-Méneville 1844
Caimanera, Cuba, 13 MAR 2019

6. Odontomachis insularis
Caimanera, Cuba, 13 MAR 2019
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Figure  4  (continued  from  previous  page).  Representatives  of  the  ponerine  ant  genera  Anochetus and  Odontomachis. 
Attribution and ©: 7-8, Philipp Hoenle.
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