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Lieutenmi (iunfor Forbes KERRY % -

“For consplcwous gallaniry
" ELEVEN engaged in
Republic of Vietnam ag 25 Februgry J969. Lisutensei (jumor gruc)
as Officer i Clarge Craft Fast 94 end Officer ia Tecticei C
_ unit cngaged ing Vietmomese regionel forcs Iroops on &
mission. As :heﬂuppnudd the target area on (ke noTow
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came under oaatic weapons and saxll arms firc renched caemy force
less than ji away. Unhesitetingly, Liewtenarnt (}uanr "RRY ordered isis vo<t
to atiack wnits opened fire ard beached directly W the cnemy anbishos. THE

gecus lactic surprised the enemy and in rouring @ score of exewy
PCF ciumers capiured many enemy in thc battie that followed Cra
) U. S. Army advisors ashore, grade) XERRY ordered FFCs
. 73ﬁu1.‘l¢rupm-a'tommmm After pro~eeding approximatel
from a kewwily folieted oreacd e
f radtef expluded dose aboard PCF 94. W ith & sregard for kis own ssfeTy and the

" ymckﬂs.hcmhnrdcmdach‘ponggmr bescied his boer ondy 1ei: fert from
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e the VC rucker position. a@id personally led a Temding party ashcre kx pwrzuit of the eremy.
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which was destroyved. Tie cyw-ﬁ pe=sonal coizcpe of Licuzenani (iv=
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@ For conspicuous gailantry and intrepidity im acti

%‘senice as set forth in the folldwing

- %

=while
serving with Coastal BDiyision ELEVEN engaged in arm conflict
with Viet Cong insurgents in An Xuyen Province, Republic=0f Viet-
nam on 28 February. 9. Lieutenant (jg) Kerry was- servimg as
Officer in Charge of Patrol Craft Fast %4 and 0ffider im Tactical

Command of a -boat umit engaged in inseptimg Vietnamese
regional force:

odps on a recomnaissance in force missionm. As the
force approached: the target area om the mrraﬁifg Cung River,
all units c under intense sutomatic weapoms small arms fire
from an e%ed enemy force less tham fiffy feet away. Unhesi-
tatingly,slifutenant (jg) Kerry ordered his Dbeat to attack as all
units ed fire and beached directly #n fromt of the enemy
ambushers. This daring and courageous tactic surprised the enemy o
and %‘ eded in routing a score of ememy soldiers. The PCF .
gungers captured many enemy weapons im.the battle that followed. S
O%quest upon U.S. Army advisors ashore, he ordered PFCs 94 and £
23 further up river to suppress eneémy sniper fire. After proceed- 4
_ing approximately eight hundred yards, the boats were again taken = °
“underfire from a heavily foliated area and a B-40 rocket exploded
.Qfeﬁtlose aboard PCF 94. With uttef:disregard for his own safety amd
;‘-fgj the enemy rockets, he again ordered a charge om the enemy, beachel
. % his boat only ten feet from the “VC rocket positionm, and perscmally
:% led a landing party ashore 4n pursuit of the enemy. Upon =ping
F % the area, an immediate seafch uncovered an ememy rest and 1y
%, area which was destroyei}f e extraordinary daring and jpe®sonal
@ courage of Lieutenant™{jg) Kerry in attacking a nsmeérically
: superior force in the.face of intense fire were resi?ﬁble for
the highly successfal mission. By his brave actiom,« y1d imitia-
tive, and unwavering devotiom to duty, Lieutenant (jg) Kerry
reflected great ¢redit uponm himself and upheid the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service. %
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