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Terrorism is woven into the fabric of contemporary wars, and youth are often the
perpetrators. In addition, cycles of violence are often perpetuated by the failure following
a ceasefire to meet the human needs of youth and to address the issues and causes that
had led youth into terrorism. This presentation will analyze how factors such as ideology,
religious fervor, social identity, hopelessness, threats to meaning, and socialization into
systems of violence lead young people into engagement in terrorism. It examines how
post-conflict reconstruction efforts can assist in peacebuilding through the constructive
engagement of youth. Using the case of Iraq as an example, it also analyzes how flawed
reconstruction processes can create colonial images and systems that foment terrorism.
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Psychologists for Social Responsibility. His research on children and armed conflict
examines child soldiers, psychosocial assistance in emergencies, and post-conflict
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