Mourning Personal and National

A Shiur in memory of Lois Morgan upon her Shloshim
By Rabbi Reuven Z. Cohn

Background: Middot deals with the architectural details of the Second Temple
after the massive Herodian reconstruction project. We will focus on the Temple
Mount [Heb: Har haBayit], the flattened enclosed mountain-top in which the
Temple building was situated. The Temple Mount was the outermost part of
three concentric areas. The innermost part was the actual building of the
Temple. This sacred building was contained within a courtyard, [Heb: Azarah].
Today’s Western Wall is part of the retaining wall of the Temple Mount.

M. 1:1-3 provides the context for the discussion in Chapter 2 of ancient traffic
patterns. These ancient traffic patterns will lead us to thinking about the process
of mourning, both personal and national, as we honor the memory of Lois.

Aerial view of the Temple Mount, showing the remnants of the ancient outer walls. The Southern Wall is to the left.
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Middot 1:1-3
1 n three places, the pries#tsep watch in the Temple—

in Avtinas Chambeyrin the Flame Chamber and in the Hearth Chamber;

the Levites keep watch in twenty one places—

five at the five gates of the Temple Mount,

four at its four corners on the inside,

five at the five gates of the courtyard,

four at its four corners on the outside,

one at the Offering Chamber, one at the Chambtreo¥ eil,

and one behind the Holy of Holies.

Y2The Officer of the Temple Mount would go round te@ey watch,
with lighted torches before him,

and if any watch did not rise,

the Officer of the Temple mount would say to hifeace to you.”
If it was apparent that he was asleep, he would fieawith his stick;
and he also was at liberty to burn his clothes;

whereupon the others would say, “What is that nrthie courtyard?”
“It is the cry of a Levite being beaten, whose loést are being burned,
because he was asleep at his post.”

R. Eliezer b. Jacob said:

“Once they found my mother’s brother asleep,

and they burned his clothes.”

3 There were five gates to the Temple Mount-

the two Huldah Gates on the south, serving for entry and exit;
[the] Kiponus [gate] on the west, serving for erdnd exit;

[the] Taddi [gate] on the north did not serve faything.

the Eastern Gate, on it was an engraving of thecpadf Shushan
and through it the High Priest who burns the [feeifer

and the heifer and all who assist with it

go forth to the Mount of Olives.
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2 Huldah, a woman who was a prophet, appears ingzKa2:14-20.

¥ Why mention this artistic detail in the Mishnah?
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Middot 2:1-2

%1 The Temple Mount was five-hundred cubits by fiwetired cubité.
most [of its open space] was from the south.;

second to it was from the east; third to it wasrfriie north;

its least [open space] was from the west.

The place that was most of its measure— there veest af its use.

22 Al who enter the Temple Mount

enter by way of the right and circle and leave laywf the left,
except one to whom something has happened whesitalthe left.
What is with you that you circle to the left?

For | am a mourner.

May the one who dwells in this house comfort you

For | am excommunicated.

May the one who dwells in this House put into their hearts

so that they will draw you near, the words of R. Meir.

Said to him R. Yossi:

You have made them as if they violated the law abon.

Rather May the One who dwells in this House put into your heart

to listen to the words of your colleagues so that they will draw you near.

translation based on sefaria.org
M. Zevachim 6:2 background for 6:3 below.
The birdchattat was performed at the southwest coffoéthe altar].
It is valid [if done] any place, but that was [tgoper]place.
That corner servefds the location forthree services belofthe altar's midpoint]
andf[for] three services aboye altar's midpoint].
[Performed at this corneljelow[the midpoint were]:
the birdchattat, the presentatiofof Menachot], and the remainders of blood.
[Performed at this cornegbovelthe midpoint were]:
[the pouring of]the wine libation[the pouring of thepvater libation,
and the bircdblah when there were too mafsacrifices]at the eaqtorner].
M. Zevachim 6:3a resonance of M. Middot 2:2. Seealso M.Zevachim5:3
All who ascend the altar, ascend on the right sidd, circle [the altar]
and descend on the left side,
except those who ascend for these [above mentidhezf services.
They would ascend, and descend by retracing ttepss

M. Yoma 4:5

Every day the priests would go up on the eastefamp

and come down on the west, but on this day the Riggst goes up in the
middle and comes down in the middle.

R. Judah says:

the High Priest always goes up in the middle amdesodown in the middle.

* The surviving walls of the Temple Mount do not bdunsquare area. Might these measurements be thetdor to Herod'’s
reconstruction project? If so, why preserve the mmrof pre-Herodian measurements? Note Ezekiel42:2
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